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The total personnel strength of the Burmese Alr Forse is 591 of whieh

39 are Officers and 29 are PlloLs
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(e) Adr Far'litien

| The majordty of the thirky~one pirineipal sirfields of
Burma have Leen sbandoned or ere used infrequently, with a conséqnent- do-
terioration of the air facilities, The prineipsl base of the Burmess iir
Force :!.ég Mdrgaladon Alrpori, nesr langoon, where the entira sir force is
bassd. Occarionally airfields farther north, cuch as those at Medktila
and Lashle, are used for limited alr support of ground troups operatirs
sgelost insurgents in these arsss. Lighting, servieing, repair, and radie
facilities are non—existeri: excapt at a few of the major alrfields thet
are balng used by the BAT anl sivil asirlines.

- In the eveni of a Chinese Communist invasion of Burua,

~ the airfield complex in the vicinity of Myitkyina, the airfields along the
Irrawaddy River, and the alrfislds ia the vﬂ..cmty‘ of Rangoon wculd aesume
considarable tactical and strategic importance. It is sstimated that they
could be restored to limlted operational. uae afiter conasiderabls rehabilita~
tion,

(d) Combst iffectiveness

An irtesrsl part of the Bumiere Army, the B:nﬁeae Alr
Force is organized into a hesdguarters, one tactical. .squadron; and & training
school., All matters of organizasicr and training Az*e guided by a 25=3) man
Dritish Mission under bhe directlon of 8 Dritish officers,

Equipmert: of the BAF consists of British ilorld War I
trainers, trainers modified for bombing, traasperts, and ons Spitfive “ightar
aireraft. Dritish supsrvised maintenance is considered good with services
abllity at an estimsted 70 peweont. Serviceability would bs extremely limited
othar than at Mingaladon Airport. F\zsi must ba airlifted to forward bi.ass

= G

Approved For Release 2001/08?:%"‘1‘,

Jm%ﬁ;QRm 012A001100010004-3

il



Approved For‘lﬁalease 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001100010004-3

and hand punpsd into Lhe alrera’t. Due to lhe almost complete ilact of tainte=
nance facilitiss and equipmant, a fow days of intensive opsretlons fror for-
mrd' bazes would undoﬁbimc}l:f £41¢ the incommission status of alreraft
u:asaﬁiaf}actanyl, There iz no military assistence schedulsd for the BAF by the
United States a.‘t’ this time.

Tha cepabilities of the Durmese Alr Force are 1imited to
gmall-acale support of yrovad troops and tastical recennalssence. Againet
insurgent forcea; these capabilities ars falrly sffective when they can be
employed, In the ovent of a Chinese Communist invaeion, it is estimatod that
these capabilitiss would be of negligible value.

_ Seagonnl westher conditions assverely limit all air cpora-
tions, parhiculafly during ths late summer and early sutumn monthse

(e) Politicel Rollability |

The Burmess Alr Force is considered loyal to Geners'.
fs Win, the Supreme Commander of ths Armed Forces, and the degree of tue BAF
political relisbility will be determined by _'c.lﬁs relationship,

Co Capabilities of military forcos against individual and combdied
| ingurgent onerations, and apaingt divect Chinege Communiet 11vasion.
1. Against individuel and combined insurgent opsrations.

At presant, the Burmese Air Force is too amall and ineffactive
to take a decisive part: in the operations being conducted by the Burmese
Govarnment againgb the varions insurrectionery factions. Soms air sup sord
of ground troops is providsd through light bombing and atmfiﬁg operations.
The BAF also has & limited capability for tactical reconnalssance. Hovever,
the capsbilitles of the BAF ngalnst individual and combined insurgent

operations are only falr.

.

ST Y TR SR R .

S e
Approv’ed‘ For Release 2001/08/31 {)CIARDP79R01012A001100010004-3
3




Approved For Rew'lease 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001100010004-3

hd = i i B
. - T

Zo Ageinst dirsct Chilnese Corrunlst invasien,
Aspuming an aittacit by the Chinsss Communist Air Forcs, e
Burmesze Alr Force wouid have only a negligible defaisive eapability since
it 1s composed primardly of Htzeiner and transport aireraft and has no sarly
m system, ((CL, or anti=aiireraft defenss., Factors of distance, however.
offsast this vulnorabllity.
I, CAPARILITIES AUD UINENTIONS OF THE BURMESE INSURGENTS

' The Burmese insurgent forces have no air 'capa.bility. There 1& 1w
evidence tihat the Chinese Caopuvrists have furnished any air aid to tho
insurgents, seithor in tie fom of air support or material aid. If in the
future the Chinese Conmindet Air Forve showid furrdsh alr support for
Burmese insurgente, it is estinuted that the CCAF would expsrience maiy
operationsl difficulties duve %o the hmain factor and the guerrilla imture
of the ingurgant operations.

TN, CAPADILITIES OF TUE GHINESE COLEAUNISTS TO INTERVINE DIRECILY OR

- IIDIRECTLY
Ao Chinese Commundst eapuhilities to provide materiel snd techifcal
agsigbance.

Inssrach as the Burmess jneurgsnte do nobt possess, and probrhly
will not develop; an alr capability, Chincse Conmunist alr materiel atid
technical assistance 1s not congidered. |

B. Capabilitles of ths Chinese Comnmunists to provide military jorces,
" assundng presopt cnsmitments elsewhere. '

The Chiness Communlst Adr.Foree is sstiimated to have appraximately
860 aircraft available at presant, and additionsl aireraft could be msde
avallable by the Scviet Air Force if the noed should ariss. The bulk «f the
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adreraft available 'ﬁo the Chineze Communists are currently located in lorth
China and Manehuria. AMreroft sould be redeployed to prepared airfieids in
southirest Chlna for operationa apgainst Dumma, but the’ logistical considera=
rtions invq'.&med would be a sericuas limlling factore

| There ars nine Chiness Comnunist airfields within 120 miles of

the China=Durma berder whieh, if 1epaired end maintalned, could be ussd by
fighters and ground attack aireraft in support of the Purmese insurgdiss or
Chiness Cow.xﬁnixt ground forous, . Threse alrfieldsn in the vicinity of K{unming,
230 niles fyom the Durmese border, could be used for bambing operatiaas
against lorth and Central Bumma, Sorie airfield construction snd rehanili-
tation hawve been reperted in soutbwaztern China, but there is no avidaace of
stockpiling of POL and sther aviation suppliea sufficient to support 1 major
alr sffort.

\In view of the above and ihs commitments elagwhers, it 1s estimated
. the Chinese Communiet Alr Force would cnly be capable of very limited air
action against the Govermment o Eurma, either in alr suppert of the ‘humese
insur'éents or the Chinsse Communist sround forces. Uss of transport :drcraft
for supply operations would be a particularly practicable form of asa.stance
although limited in scope.

In view of the limited nature of Commrdst alr action in Kd-sa to
date, redeployment of Chiness Communist airc:wrm?ﬁ without including Je.s to
M.elde in southwest China could be effecbed without affecting sube antialiy
the prasent type of Communist military operations in Korca., However, redeploy~
ment of any signifieant proportion of the CCAF for action agsinst Burras,
would remove much of the present threat of large-scale Comminist offernive

okl i, 1
Approved For Release 2001/08/31: C|A-hDP79R01012A001100010004-3
-



;

Approved For R‘evltlaase 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R0101 ZA'O'(’H 100010004-3

alr action in Korea; and reducs air dafﬁr@ive strangth in eastern China and
Hanchuria. Logistical suppori of the Chinese Courunist Air Porce in spsrations
against Durma, even for short-tsm operations, would be seriously handicapped

| as a result of the Korean opera tions,

\IV. IgIlE-SE COLTIUIOST TITTENTIONS TOUJARD BURLIA

B. Effect, if any, of vmr in Kores on Chiness Communiat intentions.

The effect, if any, of the war in Korea on the longz tem incentions

of the Chiness Communists toward ﬁznma, is unknowns However, if prior to the
Korean war, the Chinese Commurists were contemplaﬁing sarly aggroszsiwy mili-
tary action ageinst Dumus, the present lack of evidence of preparations for
invasion indicataa at lapt the postponement of such aggression.

B Probgble presant. plans and tactica.

Chiness Communist ground etrength in southwest China has reained
relatively stable since ths outbresk of the Korea.n‘war. However, in view of
the ea:tepsive involvement of Chinese Communist military forces in the Korean
conflict, the consequent logistiocal stra.in; and the serious losses suifered
by their ground forees, it is sstimated that thelr over-all capabilities for
offengive scbion have been sevarely curtailed to the point where they rre
not planning open military moves against Burma in the near future. Present
Chinese Comnunlst tactics with respect to Bumma appear to be amore in the
f1eld of gubversive activity, to which limited air supply operations would
be a useful adjunct. Inereased activities of the Burma Ccm.ﬁnisb Party and the
Burma ‘orkers and Peasants Party reflect the intensified Chiness Commuaist
efforts in subversion and prupaganda.

V.  CONCLISIONS AS TO PROSPECTS FOR SURVIVAL OF THE PRESENT BURMESE (EGIME.
' A Against insurgent. fgrceg ‘aJ‘.one,
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Se long as ths inasuc nmt forces do not recelve outeide ald; it is
asbimated that the Dwrmese Gove:mment will be able to mairrba.i.n its prusent
militaz:v positiono

B, -ainst insursent forces with in
&3‘ mam
The chances of success of the Bumeszs insurgsnt forces woul:i: be

conaiderably increassd by Chinese Communist materisl and training assisgtance.
Although plans for such asssiatance have been reported, there has besn 1o
svidence that the plans have been implemented. Chiness Communist comiite
nments elsewhere have probebly been the most lmportant limiting factor on any
guch aid which may have been contemplated. In swnmary, it is estimated thet
the chances for ultimate success of the insurgents will be in proportion to
the degree of ald which may be furnished them by thé Chiness Communists.

Apainst insurzent foreaes with direct Communist aid.

It 18 estimated that tﬁc prasens Burmese Government wrould be
defeatsd quickly and overthrown in thae svent that thé Chinees Commurd.¢te
providad the insurgent forces with substantial direct military assistence,
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